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about barrels, a huge number of barrels 
of crude oil, because all the gasoline 
for the most part comes from that, you 
will achieve those savings by voting for 
this bill. You don’t have to vote for an 
amendment that says to the President: 
You set the goals, Mr. President, and 
then you achieve them. And, boy, when 
that gets done, we will have made a 
real dream come true. 

Now, I figure we should stop dream-
ing. We dreamed so much on energy 
and we have been working so hard that 
today, for the first time in the trans-
portation section, the section of our 
law that is transportation oriented, we 
took one big bite out of the use of 
transportation fuel, and we did not 
need the amendment I am opposing 
that was brought here today and that 
the distinguished Senators from Colo-
rado and Connecticut and others spoke 
in favor of. We don’t need it anymore, 
because we don’t need anybody else 
setting the goals. We achieved the 
goals ourselves right in the bill. 

In 1972, President Nixon set the goal 
of being energy independent by 1980. 
We were about 30 percent dependent on 
foreign oil at that time. Today, unfor-
tunately, we are 60 percent reliant 
upon foreign oil. That tells me goals 
are not enough. We need action. Inter-
estingly enough, this bill that they 
offer an amendment to is the action. It 
is the action per se. We have not had 
any action that makes us less reliant, 
substantially less reliant, as does this 
bill. By adoption of the changes in the 
laws that apply to new cars, we have 
dramatically reduced what Americans 
are going to spend on gasoline and die-
sel fuel in the forthcoming years be-
cause we have changed the law and 
have caused that to happen in a very 
good way. But we haven’t asked any-
body to do it for us. We haven’t said: 
Mr. President, would you find in your 
administration somebody who could 
set these goals and achieve them? Boy, 
we have told you how to do it. We have 
set them very high so we can go home 
and tell the American people how high 
we have set the goals and how much we 
achieved. But we did nothing in the 
amendment. We did nothing; we just 
asked the White House to do it. 

I know a lot of people have endorsed 
a bill that does this, that has these 
goals that asks the President to ask 
the OMB to achieve the goals, and we 
have everybody on it. We have people 
in ordinary life who are great citizens. 
We have former Senators, former mem-
bers of White House staff. They all 
joined this bill. But the bill was noth-
ing more than a set of goals, and it said 
the White House should go out and 
achieve them. It was sort of saying: We 
would like to be President, but we are 
not. Since we are not, we are going to 
adopt this amendment and it is going 
to tell the President that is what he 
ought to do. But I say that once again, 
the amendment, which I am going to 
call the Salazar amendment for a mo-
ment, would require the administra-
tion to develop a plan to reduce oil 

consumption by 2.5 million barrels of 
oil per day during the calendar year 
2016, ramping up to 10 million barrels 
per day during calendar year 2031. But 
the bill we are considering already in-
cludes an ambitious gasoline savings 
goal. It goes on to achieve the goal. 
The bill itself achieves the goal by 
changing the law. Senators are going 
to be voting—not the President—to get 
it done. The bill we are considering al-
ready includes ambitious savings. The 
bill sets gasoline savings at 20 percent 
by calendar year 2017, 35 percent by 
calendar year 2025, and 45 percent by 
calendar year 2030. 

Now, we did not ask the President to 
ask staff to come up with a goal and 
then today brag on the goal because 
the President is going to do it. What 
we did in this bill is we adopted these 
goals and then changed the law to 
achieve them. 

As you know, we changed the law to 
achieve the savings, by changing the 
law on new automobiles and other 
things in this bill. These goals are con-
sistent with what the President articu-
lated in the State of the Union Ad-
dress. But we didn’t wait around to see 
how he was going to do it and let him 
call the shots and then brag that he set 
the goals. We did it ourselves. The 
President’s Twenty in Ten Initiative 
calls for a reduction in gasoline usage 
by 20 percent in 10 years, or by 2017. 

This bill not only includes these gas-
oline savings goals but establishes the 
programs that will put us on track to 
meet them. In particular, the bill in-
cludes an ambitious renewable fuel 
standard that will displace foreign oil 
with homegrown renewable fuel. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose the 
amendment. Then we set the policies 
that attain the goals we are trying to 
achieve. Outsourcing our authority— 
we outsource it to the White House in 
the amendment that was put before 
us—Senator LIEBERMAN first brought it 
up. I don’t know who takes credit as its 
author. Perhaps it is the distinguished 
Senator from Colorado, Mr. SALAZAR, 
but we all know which three or four 
Senators first came up with it. 

I wish to talk for a moment about 
this. On the biofuels part of the bill, we 
save 2.5 million barrels per day by 
2017—I have converted some of this to 
barrels so they won’t wonder what we 
are doing—4.5 million barrels per day 
by 2025, and 6.5 million barrels per day 
by 2030. This is just the renewable fuels 
section. If we add the CAFE standards 
from the bill, we probably will exceed 
these goals in practice by passing this 
bill. 

This amendment is unnecessary. The 
amendment offered by Senator 
SALAZAR and others here today is un-
necessary because we, as a matter of 
fact, already adopted law changes. We 
will be the ones who were courageous 
and did the work. We are not going to 
just set goals and put numbers there 
and say, now we have done our job, and 
say to the President, you go do it, and 
then come to the Senate and say, won’t 

it be great. We set these goals, and the 
President will do it. 

I don’t believe that is the way we are 
going to do that. If that was the way 
we were going to do it—I told you 
about Richard Nixon and how far we 
were already substantially indebted to 
the world, 20 percent dependent. We 
were all trying to get a balanced budg-
et in terms of the energy consumption. 
He wanted to have a zero difference. He 
wanted to make everything work, 
where we didn’t have any excess use of 
oil, and he announced that. But, you 
see, he was President. He could have 
done whatever he wanted that was 
legal. He must have found that the 
President cannot do it. He didn’t 
achieve it. The Congress tried but 
could not achieve it with him, and no-
body could do it very easily. 

We have been doing very well when 
you consider what we did in the bill we 
passed 2 years ago, the Energy bill, 
plus the two things which are in this 
bill which are gigantic, the likes of 
which we have never done—the CAFE 
change, which is giant. You heard the 
effects from Senator FEINSTEIN. That is 
not set in stone. That is adopting the 
changes in CAFE standards, big 
changes. And then we did the dramatic 
thing the President recommended in 
terms of moving ahead with ethanol 
and beyond ethanol to the kind of cel-
lulosic ethanol, which is going to be 
truly a magnificent substitute for the 
oil we are using. But we are not setting 
a goal; we are going to do it. The bill 
will do it. By the time we are finished, 
the bill will achieve almost as much as 
the Salazar amendment requested in 
goals. 

With that, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DOMENICI. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DOMENICI. Madam President, I 
want to get it clear in the RECORD who 
this amendment belongs to. It was in-
troduced by Senator BAYH some time 
ago. It had as sponsors Senators 
BROWNBACK, LIEBERMAN, COLEMAN, 
SALAZAR, CANTWELL, KERRY, DODD, and 
KOHL. The amendment was also pro-
posed by Senator REID. I now have it 
straight that these were the Senators 
on this amendment. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. COLEMAN. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. COLEMAN. Madam President, I 
rise today to speak in favor of the 
Bayh amendment No. 1508 that is root-
ed in one of the most basic responsibil-
ities we have as Members of this body, 
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